
‘Starting points for writing’ involving poems 
More for Additional Poems 

Character development: ‘At Grandpa’s’ 
Read At Grandpa’s and discuss it, drawing out responses and understanding of the poem. Note 
how the character is described through the things in the room. Read at Aunty Jane’s ( see in 
Additional poems )too or your own poem from Arvon. 

Think about someone you know well – think hard about the space you normally see them in, and 
the things that are in that room.   Be very specific, instead of ‘flowers on the windowsill ‘ you could 
say ‘The wilted white lilies in the vase’. 

Character development: ‘The child within me’ 
Read The Nazi within me Stephen Dobyns and A Meeting by Michael Laskey 

Invite the class to list different kinds of  roles, jobs or dispositions e.g. Scientist, doctor, clown, 
optimist, pessimist, child, teenager. 

Listen to these and select one each, writing a few lines about what the optimist within me reveals 

Attention to the senses: Exploring objects 
Choose an object then look at it and feel it, explore it.  Be completely immersed in your object. 
Start by looking really closely at your object – and think about it from the perspective of all five 
senses.  Then let ideas flow – does it remind you of anything or make you think about anything?   
Give time to Just Write 

Sharing the reading of poems which describe objects , animals or plants in various ways Anchor 
Riddle; Chrissie Gittins Adder, Bluebell, Lobster (Otter-Barry Books, 2016) or The Lychee from 
Additional Poems. 

Character Development: ‘What every woman should carry’ 
Shared reading of Maura Dooley ‘What Every Woman Should Carry’ (cutting parts as appropriate) 
and discussion of it, noting how she combines concrete objects and  abstract ideas. 

Show not tell: An abstract idea and the five senses 
Think of an abstract noun: eg sadness; hope; frustration 

If you were filming your abstract noun what would be the opening shot, the opening images? 

What does your abstract noun smell of? Taste of? Feel like? Sound like?  What is it voice and what 
does it say? 

Shared reading of  Carol Ann Duffy A Worry  and Grief by Stephen Dobyns or Anxiety  (see 
Additional poems) 

Show not tell: Telling the Opposite 
Shared reading of ‘Not an Ending’ by Andrew Waterhouse. 

Write your own poem/story extract where what you write is the opposite of what you mean. 



Character development: ‘At Grandpa’s’ 

Collected in: The Works 4 eds. 
Pie Corbett & Gaby Morgan 
(Macmillian, 2015) 



 

Joseph Coelho ‘Grandfather’s 
Seal’ in Overheard in a Tower 
Block: Poems (Otter-Barry 
Books), 2017 



 

Collected in: The Works 4 eds. 
Pie Corbett & Gaby Morgan 
(Macmillian, 2015) 

 



Character development: ‘The child within me’ 



Attention to the senses: Exploring objects 
 

Chrissie Gittins ‘Blackberry’ in Adder, Bluebell, 
Lobster (Otter-Barry Books, 2016) 

 

Collected in: The Works ed. Paul Cookson 
(Macmillan, 2010)  



 

Collected in: 101 Poems for Children: A 
laureate’s Choice ed. Carol Ann Duffy 
(Macmillan, 2012) 



 

Collected in: The Works ed. 
Paul Cookson (Macmillan, 
2010) 



 

Collected in: The Works ed. 
Paul Cookson (Macmillan, 
2010) 

 

Collected in: The 
Works ed. Paul 
Cookson (Macmillan, 
2010) 



 
Collected in: 100 Best Poems for 
Children ed. Rodger McGough 
(Puffin Poetry, 2002)  



Character Development: ‘What every woman should carry’ 

Collected in: The Works ed. Paul Cookson (Macmillan, 2010) 
 

A. F. Harrold Things You Find in a Poet’s Beard 
(Burning Eye Books, 2015) 



Collected in: 101 Poems for 
Children: A laureate’s Choice 
ed. Carol Ann Duffy 
(Macmillan, 2012) 

 

Collected in: The Works ed. Paul Cookson (Macmillan, 
2010) 



Show not tell: An abstract idea and the five senses 

Collected in: 101 Poems for Children: A laureate’s Choice ed. Carol Ann Duffy (Macmillan, 2012) 

Collected in: The Works ed. Paul Cookson (Macmillan, 2010)  



Collected in: 100 Best Poems for 
Children ed. Rodger McGough (Puffin 
Poetry, 2002) 



Collected in: The Works 4 eds. 
Pie Corbett & Gaby Morgan 
(Macmillian, 2015)  



Show not tell: Telling the opposite 

Collected in: The Works ed. Paul Cookson (Macmillan, 2010) 

 

Joseph Coelho ‘Caught’ in 
Overheard in a Tower Block: 
Poems (Otter-Barry Books), 
2017 




