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What does this mean for you if you study here?
Exeter is one of the top universities in the world. Your degree is 

well respected and comes from a university that connotes very high-
quality research, excellent teaching, employability and student experience.



What do Educational 
Psychologists do?





Why train at 
Exeter?



Being the best applied 
psychologist you can be…









The Three-Year 
Journey



Year 1

• University teaching Monday-Friday, 10am-5pm
• Independent study days
• Shared learning days with peer supervision
• Key stage placement (October-November)
• EPS placement (November; January-June)

Placements will likely be in the south of the region: Cornwall, Plymouth, 
Torbay, Devon, Somerset, Dorset.



Years 2-3

• EPS placement Monday-Wednesday
• Thesis/university work Thursday-Friday
• Return weeks
• Shared learning days with peer supervision

Placements will likely be in the south west: Cornwall, Plymouth, Torbay, 
Devon, Somerset, Dorset, North Somerset, Bristol, South 
Gloucestershire, Gloucestershire, Swindon, B&NES.

Sometimes placements can be requested out of region but unlikely.



Practical Considerations
Bursary (tax free, paid monthly)
•Year 1: £16,266 pa
•Year 2/3: £27,090 (2026-27 figure, subject to annual increases)

Travel
•You need to be a driver with a car or be able to provide alternative arrangements.

Post-qualification employment
•Three years (fte) in local authority.

In Person
•Fully in person course, no hybrid attendance available, some online sessions where possible.



Thesis

• As well as the taught and practical aspects of the course, during years 
2 to 3 you will be conducting independent research and completing a 
thesis.

• The thesis is up to 40,000 words, on a topic of your choice that is 
relevant to EP practice. 

• You will be supported by two research supervisors.



Applying to 
Exeter



Application Process

• Applications are anonymised and read by at 
least two members of the panel (tutors, 
community partners).
• 48 invited for interview (plus reserve list) on 
1-2 March 2027.
• 12 places offered (plus reserve list).

If on the reserve list but not offered a place, 
feedback phone call offered.



Who can apply?
• BPS accredited degree (2:2 or above) OR
• BPS accredited psychology conversion course OR
• Another qualification which has been assessed by the BPS and confers eligibility for GBC 

membership

You must have completed the qualification that grants you eligibility for GBC before the 
application deadline.

• A minimum of one year’s full-time experience working with CYP by the application 
deadline (or 9 months work / 3 months voluntary)

• You do not need to hold active membership of the BPS or the AEP prior to application.

https://www.aep.org.uk/EPFT

https://www.aep.org.uk/EPFT


A strong application…
•Make the evidence explicit: show what you did, learned and how your understanding 

developed.

•Use psychological thinking to connect experiences to theory, evidence, ethics and 
context.

• If you have applied before, identify growth, new learning and changes in your reflective 
practice. Don’t assume you will be automatically shortlisted again as applications are 
increasing.

•Choose referees carefully. Follow current AEP guidance on academic and professional 
references. Specific queries can be email to our Enquiries email address.



Interview Day

Whole day in person at St Luke’s, exact structure to be confirmed.

Likely format:
• Formal interview – themes of questions shared in advance, changed each year
• Research skills, e.g., critical review of an academic paper
• Written skills
• Presentation skills
• Group task

Sometimes possible to swap day with someone else but not guaranteed. No 
online/delayed interviews possible.



26-29 Year 1 Reflections on the Process

It has been a long journey to get here. I feel lucky to be part of a very interesting course, where your 
ideas will be challenged but you will have the support of an amazing team

I am really enjoying my experience in the course so far. I've enjoyed having my thoughts challenged 
and I am excited to continue to learn

So far the course has been very interesting and there have been lots of ways to apply experience to 
learning. 

I've really enjoyed meeting the group and being with people that like Educational Psychology as much 
as me

The DEdPsy at Exeter has offered a supportive base, from which my experience and ideas are being 
developed and challenged, to expand my thinking and skillset towards doctoral level.

‘An act of kindness' - the interview having multiple tasks is helpful as can show the best of yourself in 
different situations if felt one area was not a strength


